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MEET YOUR CANDIDATES FOR MAYOR OF CLARKSTON
Voting is the way U.S. citizens decide who will lead local, state, and

national government. Publicly elected officials like the Mayor, the leader of
city government, serve residents and voters. The Mayor makes key decisions
about laws, and serves as the face and voice of the City of Clarkston.

From now until the voting date on Nov. 5th, local candidates will campaign
to win the favor of Clarkston’s residents. Three candidates have emerged this
year to seek the office of Mayor of the City of Clarkston. The current mayor
Emanuel Ransom is running for re-election, challenged by Somali businessman
Ibrahim Sufi and activist Ted Terry.

This month, the Broadway is profiling these candidates and their key
platforms. Whoever is elected will serve for four years as the chief local
government official in the city, and will work together with the City Council to
administer city law, oversee municipal services like the police force, and
represent the best interests of the city.

Voter registration is open until October 7th to any resident of Clarkston.
Voters go on Nov. 5th to the Clarkston International Bible Church, at 3895 Church
Street, Clarkston, GA from 7:00 am. to 7:00 pm. Of these three candidates, only
one will become Mayor, and the decisions that person makes will affect the
direction of city government for the next four years.

To vote in city elections, you must:
• Be a citizen of the United States
• Be a legal resident of the county
• Be at least 17 and half years of age to register and 18 years of age
• Not serving a sentence for conviction of felony involving moral turpitude
• Have not been found mentally incompetent by a judge

The Broadway thanks Sagal Radio for hosting the first Mayoral Candidate
Discussion, held on Sept. 22, 2013. Here are your candidates for Mayor.

Emanuel Ransom
Emanuel Ransom is the

standing Mayor of Clarkston, a
long-time resident of the city, and
a veteran. He took office in the
final days of 2010 upon the death
of the previous Mayor, Howard
Tygrett, on Christmas Day, by a
heart attack.

Ransom’s campaign emphasizes his years of
experience as Mayor and as a resident of the city. His
first platform is to continue the effort to economically
redevelop Clarkston’s downtown area, especially
Market Street. He stressed multiple initiatives aimed
at reinvigorating downtown, including a plan to make
the downtown area walkable, and a plan to extend
the PATH bike trail, which connects Stone Mountain
and Decatur, alongside the railroad tracks.
              “I’m just a plain old guy who has a love for the
city,” he said. “To change captains on the boat right
now, in the middle of a storm, is just not feasible
right now. It’s not good common sense. I believe
you’ve got to crawl before you walk.”

He has said that his competitors do not have
the experience to effectively lead. Under Mayor
Tygrett, he said he was groomed for the position of
Mayor, and cited extensive connections with refugee
resettlement agency leaders and influential state
officials. He said he’d be glad to give his seat to a
younger competitor, but he hasn’t seen either one of
them at City Council meetings or work sessions.
            He did request that Georgia Governor Nathan
Deal would begin the current unofficial moratorium

Emanuel
Ransom

Ted Terry
Ted Terry has lived in

Clarkston for two years, has worked
in nonprofit consulting and
development and for multiple
regional politicians, and has been
active in local initiatives like the
Clarkston Active Living Initiative
(CALI) and the Clarkston Green Team. He studied Food
Science and Human Nutrition at the University of
Florida, and has been a strong advocate for green
technology and use of solar energy in Georgia.

Terry is campaigning to make the city safer,
greener, and more economically prosperous. He
emphasized first the need for a strong neighborhood
watch, while at the same time advocating more
efficiency measures to ensure government buildings
are environmentally friendly and LEED-certified. He
believes that green technology will put Clarkston on
the map, attract new businesses to the city, and pay
off in the long run.
            “We have an opportunity in this town to build
bridges across cultures. And we can do more in this
town than at the UN [United Nations] up in New York,
with their suits and ties,” he said.
            Terry would create a Downtown Development
Authority, which would be an informal government
committee that would lobby for increased business
development in Clarkston. He said there should always
be people available to sell Clarkston as a place that
people want to go to.
             To make the city safer, Terry proposed holding
monthly meetings for neighborhood watch programs
and refugee communities who feel they have been
targeted to communicate openly with the police. He

Ted Terry

Ibrahim Sufi
Originally from Somalia,

Ibrahim Sufi was an immigrant to
the US through Nairobi, the
capitol of Kenya. He moved to the
U.S. in 2003, where he started a
successful trucking business
called Sufi & Sons with his father.
He studied first at Georgia Perimeter College, just
outside Clarkston, and later received a Bachelors
Degree in Civil Engineering at Georgia Tech.
        Sufi’s campaign focuses on creating an
environment of collaboration to improve education,
public safety, and economic development.
                 “People have lost trust in government. If I fail
to unite the community, then I fail in every ambition I
have for this city,” he said. “What makes me unique is
the extent [to which] I am trying to take collaboration.”
         He also is proposing a plan to recruit
‘ambassadors’ from all the cultural communities who
would sit in on every city council meeting, creating
what he calls a “direct line of communication” to the
multicultural communities. He said that diversity is the
key to Clarkston’s success, and it is the main asset he
would bank on going forward.
            “All the problems that exist in the city of
Clarkston cannot be solved by textbook formulas. They
all require thinking outside the box,” he said.
                 Ibrahim Sufi says hewould work with existing
businesses, and that  he would be “the mayor for the
people.” He said he wants everyone to know his name.
“They’re better politicians than me,” he said. “But I’m
the better problem solver.”

Ibrahim Sufi

By: Justin Leverett
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Quote of the Month

"Try not to become a man of
success, but rather try to
become a man of value.”

-Albert Eisntein
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Editorial Obama’s Health Care
Marketplace

Program Transformation

President Barack Obama’s controversial health
care law will begin implementation this fall, with a
new program called the Health Insurance Marketplace.
With this new program, the U. S. government is taking
steps toward its goal of making it easier for health care
consumers to seek insurance plans and providers that
fit their budget and their needs.

The Marketplace will open for enrollment on
Tuesday, Oct. 1 and will match health insurance seekers
with plans that fit their income and their needs. Instead
of seeking health insurance plans by themselves,
consumers will use a website called
www.healthcare.gov to access a list of plans that best
fit their situation.

Gil Silva, deputy regional director of the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, explained
that the plan would include options for low-income
Americans. “We estimate that 90% of people will
qualify for discounted or free health care plans,” he
said.

The government will open a new website
called healthcare.gov for public enrollment on Oct. 1,
2013.  For people with limited internet access, the
Marketplace will use a system of Navigators to help
people enroll for the appropriate health insurance
plan. The Marketplace system requires that every
person enroll in a health insurance plan, and that
anyone who does not will be fined.

To enroll in the new Health Care Marketplace,
go online to healthcare.gov, or call one of these
numbers: (800) 318 2596 or (855) 889 4325

People who answer the phone speak English
and Spanish, and for service in any of 150 additional
languages, say, “I don’t speak English,” and they will
refer you to assistance.

There will also be “navigators” listed on
healthcare.gov, as well as “certified application
counselors”, and agents and brokers to administer the
new system. They will all have training on navigating
the marketplace and securing personal information.
This training is also available at www.healthcare.gov.

By January 1, 2014 all families must be enrolled
in a plan or must pay a fee. The fee increases over the
next three years, starting in 2014 at 1% of your annual
income or 95$, whichever is greater.
               HRSA(U.S Health Resources and Services
Administration) provides support to uninsured people,
and to people with HIV/Aids. They have been able to
expand the Health Service Corps, providing services
to over 10 million people in underserved areas.

Health service providers, linguistic
interpreters, and others were in attendance at a
meeting to discuss these changes, which was held at
CPACs (Center for Pan Asian Community Services).
offices on Buford Highway, and was moderated by
CPACs vice president Victoria Huynh.

By: Justin Leverett

Contd from Pg 1...Emanuel Ransom

on new refugee resettlement in Clarkston. “I asked
the government to slow it down, cut the faucet so we
could fix the pipe,” he said in an interview.
              He said he is now working to approve a domestic
partnership resolution, which would give the right to
members of the gay community in Clarkston to make
legal decisions on their partner’s behalf in medical
emergencies. He is also working to help downtown
businesses apply for and receive façade grants to
improve their appearance. He also supports a Juvenile
Curfew ordinance which was recently adopted by
DeKalb County.
         Mayor Ransom and City Council members also
recently passed an ordinance that requires all
apartment complexes to pass safety inspections by
January of 2014.

“I’ve been here 50 years now, and I know where
the city’s at, where it’s been, and where it’s going to
go,” he said.

Contd from Pg 1...Ted Terry

said that neighborhoods need to build networks
watching out for each other, and that apartment

complexes need to repair fences surrounding them so

criminals will not be able to break in. He also wants to

make to court dates more flexible, so it possible for

people who work full daytime hours to go on nights or

weekends.

          “I’ve knocked on hundreds of doors, with my

clipboard,” he said. “By and large people want to have

safer sidewalks, a greener city, and things for their kids

to do.”

             Ted Terry says that he would work to make the

city government more accessible, and that it would be

a personal point of pride for him to get every person

eligible to vote to come out and vote. His vision is that

The greatest tragedy for youth whose education system has failed
them is the heartache and pain of disenfranchisement. Disenfranchisement
is more than just the suspicion that one’s voice is unheard.
Disenfranchisement is the anger that comes when one knows, deeply, that
one’s voice truly is unheard.

Disenfranchisement means, literally, that you do not have the right
to suffrage ( the right to vote.) It comes about both through laws that
prevent certain groups from voting, but also through intimidation, and
segregation, and lack of information. It means that a person’s power to
peaceably and effectively change policy and governance in their country
has been taken away.

Disenfranchisement also means that one’s voice has been stolen.
It means that your teachers, or your parents, or your friends, or your leaders,
have not inspired and encouraged you to achieve your dreams and make
your mark on the world. Education, at its best, should be a process of
exploration and discovery, and nurturing individual curiosity. When
education becomes regimented and systematized, burdensome standards
drive creative kids into the streets.

Frustrated youth in the U.S. join gangs when they feel certain that
their opinions and needs are being ignored. Frustrated youth in the Middle
East become vulnerable to manipulation by the Taliban and Al Qaeda, and
are coerced into sacrificing their lives, when that is the only way that they
can feel empowered. Frustrated Somali youth took hostages and committed
dozens of murders in Kenya a week ago because they regularly witness
forces in power acting in spite of their needs.

Youth engagement with media is an antidote to
disenfranchisement. When young people’s voices are nurtured, and their
writing is praised and encouraged, and shared, they feel empowered. Media
includes newspapers, books, television, radio and the internet. Every time
we seek information, we must rely on media.

Youth engagement with media is essential to the future health of
the U.S., and of the world. This does not mean unlimited exposure to
television, and this does not mean unlimited time on Facebook.
Engagement with media means that youth would be encouraged, both at
school and at home, to express their opinions, receive critical and
supportive feedback for their efforts, and see their stories influence the
direction of the world.

Youth in Clarkston have  rich cultural and linguistic backgrounds to
draw on, and an experiences that is unique in this generation of Americans.
They will be the next generation of writers, reporters, and leaders. We
can’t let them slip through the cracks. We must help their voices be heard.

sustainable development, would make Clarkston a

world-class city.

a safe and engaged community, paired with
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Community Leaders Meet Police

Chief Hudson for Public Safety
Major safety issues concerning unattended children in Clarkston were

the first topic community leaders brought to Police Chief Christine Hudson and
city councilman Dean Moore at the Community Leaders meeting this month.
About twenty-five leaders from various nationalities attended the meeting held
in City Hall, facilitated by Matthew George and Basmat Ahmed from Refugee
Family Services, and followed by a planning meeting in the CDF offices across
the street.

The group expressed concern for kids who have been wandering from
N. Indian Creek into Dollar General, as well as kids walking unattended in
apartment complexes like Marquis Parc, where a child recently drowned in an
uncovered pool.

 “If you ever see children wandering or unattended, especially near a
pool, make a point to sign or tell them not to go near the pool,” said city
councilman Dean Moore.

Police Chief Hudson also spoke of ways that the police force is working
to reach out to the communities. She said that language barriers were a constant
issue, but that the City was working to hire a community-oriented police officer.
“We’ve applied for a COPS grant that would support a community-oriented
police officer, specialized and strictly devoted to community outreach programs,”
she said.

For her efforts to be effective, she said, they need to be supported by
the community. She said the best way to improve safety is to participate in
community-led safety initiatives. She encouraged community members to attend
the monthly neighborhood watch meeting at the Clarkston Community Center
on October 3rd.

One attender, Deo Sharma, expressed the need for the immigrant and
refugee communities here to feel more comfortable and connected with the
local police force. He said that even people who see something happening are
reluctant to report it because they feel that if they contact the police, they will
be in trouble.

One resident, Rashid Kanyare, said, “We are neighbors, let’s be
reasonable to each other and good neighbors will come out. When you do call
the police on petty crimes they aren’t going to come and take the kids away. ”

Many leaders expressed frustration that leasing offices of apartment
complexes were not responsive to their calls. Councilman Moore reminded
them that a new ordinance will come in effect this year that will require all the
complexes to be inspected by January 2014.

As the meeting concluded, the leaders made plans to create an
apartment safety team that would work within one of the particularly troubled
apartment complexes, Marquis Parc, off of Montreal Road.

By: Justin Leverett

October Events

10/3 Clarkston Neighborhood Watch Meeting
A city-wide Neighborhood Watch meeting will be held in the West Room

at the Clarkston Community Center from 7:30 – 9:00 pm. Please no food or drinks.
 Community discussion on the issue of self-monitored safety in Clarkston
neighborhoods, with the Clarkston Police Department on hand to field questions
and provide safety tips. 

10/6 Clarkston Candidates Forum
Candidates for Clarkston Mayor and City Council will all be present in the

Clarkston Community Center from 3:00 – 6:00 pm to discuss the issues in Clarkston
and their plans if elected. Did you know local elected officials have more impact
on your schools, neighborhoods, and businesses than other politicians? RSVP to
Alice at alice@aalegal.org or call 404.585.8446.

10/8 Sagal Radio Annual Celebration
A celebration for the listeners, broadcasters, and supporters of Sagal Radio,

the multilingual radio station serving Clarkston, in the Clarkston Community
Center starting at 7:00 pm. The special guest speaker will be Derreck Kayongo, a
Top 10 CNN Hero of 2011 for his Global Soap project. Tickets are $10 and dinner
will be served, featuring the cuisine of the Sagal Radio listening audience. RSVP
to info@sagalradio.org with the number of people attending.

10/12 CPACs Tea Walk
CPACs is engaging the Atlanta area’s diverse community to walk in solidarity

and to make a positive difference. The Tea (Together Empowering Asian
Americans) Walk will begin at the CPACs office at 3510 Shallowford Road, Buford
Highway, from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm. This is the 9th year to walk in unity to celebrate
the diversity of our community and to promote civic engagement.

10/12 10th Annual Ethiopian Cultural and Food Festival
The local Ethiopian community is organizing an Ethiopian food, cultural

music, dance and fashion show, as well as a childrens’ program & play station
available on the Clarkston Community Center Activity Field from 12:00 pm -9:00
pm. Price is $5 for adults and $2 for children ages 5-13.

10/14 Bhutanese Community Festival “Dasain”
The Bhutanese community begins its celebration of a festival called

Dashain, the longest and most important religious festival celebrated by
Bhutanese and Nepali people. Dasain commemorates the victory over evils, and
celebrations will continue through the end of the month.

Bhutanese Artists of Georgia Set Stage on Fire
It won’t be unethical to say that the stage was on fire.

Saturday, the 28th of September witnessed the performances of cult
statuses in Center Stage, Atlanta. Organized as an annual concert by the Bhutanese
Community Association of Georgia and the Bhutanese Artists of Georgia, the event
was one horse race with terrific execution by the local and the guest artists.

The evening event held at the verge of the greatest festival of ethnic Nepali
– Dashain, could live up the people’s expectation with performances freshening
up a tired community.

Yam Baral, a prominent figure in Nepali musical world, was the center of
attraction. The effects of his bravura performance could be seen among the
tirelessly enjoying crowd of thousand people.

Lying not far behind were the local artists who lighted up the closed
auditorium with dances and songs. Performers comprised artists from in and around
Georgia, and the audience members too were from multiple places.

The host left no stone unturned to appreciate the continuous effort of the
artists in preserving Nepalese arts and culture in diaspora.

The effortless of journey of the host deserves appreciation and support.

By: Kamal Dahal



The Broadway is the publication of Druk Media Hub, Inc. This publication is made for the education and awareness of the communities residing in
Clarkston. This publication is also made to promote the local business being bridge to the community residing outside the Clarkston region. To contact
write at  thebroadwaypaper@gmail.com. Visit us at www.thebroadwaypaper.com
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